
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities 
 

Yep, I went there. No, I am not going to tell you how you should vote or what 
Christian civil disobedience should look like. I think sometimes we go to the Bible 
and read a passage that makes us squirm and then we do all kinds of mental jujitsu 
to make it fit what we think it should say or what someone else told us it should 
say. In fact, if the truth be known, and you are anything like me, it is more than 
sometimes. How do we prevent that innate tendency to hear what we want to hear 
and tell ourselves what we think is good for “me”? Well the best answer is to have a 
true body of believers who hold the Word of God foremost, The Glory of God 
utmost, and the love of God’s people to the outermost edge of their comfort zone. 
Praise God for this gift in the many different study groups at New Life.  
 

Thursday morning the men got to walk through Romans 13:1-5. This would seem 
like a timely passage. Given our current state in the US, but given a little discipline 
and some strong leadership, we were able to put a “hold” on the political thoughts 
and really look at what the passage was saying. I thought that this would be a good 
place to share some of that accumulated wisdom from the group. 
 

Paul is talking to a group who is being persecuted and facing increasing 
persecution on several fronts. He has just finished telling them to transform their 
minds and offer their bodies as a sacrifice. He now gives them a pragmatic 
approach to living in an imperfect world. They are to not think too highly of 
themselves but to place importance on others. To love with them, laugh with them 
and weep with them. He is very practical about how we should act toward others 
and what our “transformed” mind should look like on the outside when it is 
working on the inside. In the end we need to overcome evil with good.  
 
After describing what makes this happen and how it looks with brothers and 
gentiles he moves on to our response to the governing authorities. These are the 
people who carry out the logistics of Law and order. Just like everyone else we are 
to live with them peaceably. For this group this means being under them. 
Submitting to their decisions and direction. The current climate makes us want to 
ask, “Why would I want to do that?”  Hold that thought.  
 

First let’s make sure we know what that statement clearly means. We are to be 
under who? The governing authorities. Too often when we think of that we become 
fearful. What if they don’t choose like I would choose? What if they honor someone 
I don’t want to honor? What if they allow something I think is evil? 
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Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  
sandy.klj@hotmail.com 

 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 

financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.
org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214 

dhischer@gmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministry 
Pastor Bennett Anderson: 920.395.8548  

bennett.lyle86@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 

cory79mattson@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  
jmabee@centurytel.net 

 

Ministry Directory: 
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How strictly “American” is all of that? If the 
only authorities we will submit to are ones that 
follow our line of thinking then they are 
authorities put in place by us. Our power, our 
decisions, or our votes.  
 

This is not what scripture says! They are put in 
place by God. And I would say God alone. The 
confusion we sometimes have is that they are 
not a replacement for God. They in turn are 
under His authority. They are just the hired 
hands put in place to maintain order down here 
in a very real way. We should fear them if we 
don’t submit and we should seek their approval 
in doing good. Where do we go wrong? It is not 
the authority that is wrong. It is our 
expectation of that authority. It is us who seek 
our safety and dare I say, even our sovereign 
protection from the governing authorities.  
 

That is perverse. God alone can supply that 
protection. Whatever other structures are in 
place to carry out directions, we cannot turn to 
them for security. “Some trust in chariots and 
some in horses, but we trust in the name of the 
LORD our God.” Yes, we vote, but the outcome 
of that vote changes nothing in our security. 
Man makes his plans, but God determines his 
course. This is not to say that we will like it or 
that it won’t hurt but we are secure through all 
of it. 
 

So why do I submit? The easy answer is that 
God says so. Deeper than that, it is directly in 
line with what the last chapter taught us. Live 
peaceably, approve what is right, and overcome 
evil with good. By doing this God is glorified. I 
would hazard to say unbelievers are rarely 
drawn to God by demonstrations, anger, and 
arguments. Likely they are often drawn by 
Kindness, Love, and cooperation. Knowing that 
God absolutely controls all outcomes, perhaps 
what we do is less important than the motive 
and how we do it. Don’t get me wrong, I do 
believe that there is a battle to be fought, but 
while we are fighting down here with our anger 
and our careless words the real battle rages on 
around us. The weapons of that warfare are not 
of the flesh, but just perhaps our love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
gentleness, faithfulness and self-control are 
more than just fruit but quite possibly weapons 
to offer access for others to the kingdom of 
God. 
 

To God Alone Be the Glory. 
 

Rene Milner 
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 Come Sing Hymns to Shut-ins: After 
service today, you are invited to join a 
group from New Life that will be gathering to 
go out Fall Caroling (Hymn Singing) to shut-
ins from our church body. Please join us in 
loving our brothers and sisters that are 
unable to be with us in person. We will have 
guitar accompaniment and also copies of 
songs. We plan to caravan around to a few 
homes and be done within 2 hours or so. We 
plan to meet at the Building and leave to sing 
around 12 o'clock. 
 

 Women’s Book Study: Ladies of New 
Life,  Sara Gallagher is kindly opening her 
home again for a women's book study. This 
group will begin meeting every third 
Monday of the month starting Monday, 
September 21st at 7:00 pm. If you are 
interested in attending and would like to 
know more, feel free to reach out to Sara, 
715-294-0748. 

 

 Hall of Men is Back! Men young and old, 
starting Sunday, September 27th at 6:30 
pm and continuing to meet the last Sunday 
of each month, come and learn about the 
lineage of faith as it has been displayed 
through men throughout Church history. 
Come prepared for a comradery and 
fellowship that is centered on the core 
confessions of our faithful Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  

 

 Every Man's Battle: This is a men’s 
fellowship and accountability group that 
starts Wednesday, October 14th, 6:00-
7:30 am. The mission of this group is not to 
focus on a particular sin but to point men 
towards Christ, with a specific focus on 
building one another up in Him and battling 
together in the fight against lust - in all its 
forms. This group will involve candid 
discussion, study, and prayer. Men, young 
and old must know, they are not alone in this 
fight. “Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working.” James 
5:16. Contact Marc Vanderhoof with 
questions 802-779-2793. 
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 Pastor Tony Minell        715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier       320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Bennett Anderson    920.395.8548 
   bennett.lyle86@gmail.com 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary        715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate           715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates           651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko        651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson        715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson        715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner        715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson        651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher        763.587.3472 
        

 

Sun Shut-in Hymn Caroling-noon 
Tues Men’s Bible Study-6:30 am 
Wed Immerse Studies-6:15 pm 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study-6:30 am  
Thurs     Ladies Study-Mattfhew-10 am 
Thurs Ladies Study- 6:30 pm 

 
     

  
James 1:12 
 

“Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial, for when he 

has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love Him.” ESV 

 
     

 

3 

Have you begun a prayer/discipleship 
relationship with someone from New Life? 
If not, prayerfully consider whom you can 
be regularly meeting with for the purpose 
of growth and sharpening as disciples of 
Jesus. 
 

     

 

  
 

We love being able to supply Busy Bags for 
your children during service. As a courtesy 
to the Busy Bag ministry, please put your 
Busy Bags back where you picked them up 
following today’s service. This will be very 
helpful. Thank you! 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
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Today’s Passage: 
 

Pastor Tony’s message is from the  
Old Testament book, 

 

Hosea 9:1-9 
 

 

 

mailto:info@newlifechristiancommunity.org

