New Lite Christian Communit

¢ Therefre fanjone in it e e reton, The ol s pssed avey: Dol the e come s

Sun, August 30, 2020 Vol. 13, Issue 46

Pastoral Ponderings

These last few weeks I've been thumbing through a book called “Martyrs Mirror”. If
you will, it’s an Anabaptist version of Foxes Book of Martyrs. The book recounts the
martyrdom of Christians throughout the ages. Some of the saints have great detail
recorded of their life, ministry, persecution and final words. While other accounts are
only recorded by their torturers. (The examiners would record the testimony of the
accused as evidence to condemn them. As such was the case in the middle ages.)

The things that struck me when I read the accounts, was that the people about to
die all had the same perspective about this life, this world, the coming judgment, and
our only hope of deliverance from the wrath to come. That is the surpassing worth
of knowing Jesus, His sacrifice, His kindness and the cost of following Him. These
believers came to know what John testified to in John 15:19, “If you were of the world,
the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” The world’s rejection of the gospel
and its people isn’t surprising. It wasn’t to our brothers in times past and should not be
to us now. Many of the accounts in the book speak of those condemned, preaching a
message of coming judgement and forgiveness of sins only through Christ’s sacrifice.
They were to the end, ambassadors of Christ, asking not that their own temporal life
would be spared, but that others might be delivered from the wrath to come. Imploring
the onlooking crowds not to trust in works, pilgrimages, or any other thing than Jesus
Himself. Another thing that is striking is the boldness and fearlessness displayed by
many. Such an example is Polycarp, a somewhat famous church leader and martyr
that died in the second century. After Polycarp was arrested for not swearing by the
genius of Caesar, he was brought to the amphitheater where he was questioned in front
of a crowd. The judge told him to deny Christ and swear by the emperor. To which
Polycarp replied, “I have now served my Lord Jesus eighty-six years and He has never
done me any harm. How can I deny my King, who has preserved me from all evil and
redeemed me?” Hearing this the judge threatened the old man with wild beasts, to
which Polycarp replied, “Let them come.” Seeing he was not persuaded with the threat
of beasts the judge said he was to be burned, to which Polycarp replied, “You threaten
me with a fire which perhaps will burn for an hour, and then soon go out; but there
is a fire of the judgement of God, which is prepared and reserved for the everlasting
punishment and torment of the ungodly. But why do you delay? Bring on the beasts, or
the fire, or whatever you choose: but you will not by either of them cause me to deny
Christ, my Lord and Savior.” Continued-->



Pastoral Ponderings Cont.

Polycarp was not alone in his bold witness. Followers of
Christ throughout the ages defied kings, endured torture
and did not see the suffering and death of their mortal
bodies as something worthy to compare with the coming
judgement and rescue that only Jesus offers. It was and still
is quite simple you can try to save your life, deny Jesus and
in the end be lost to God’s judgement forever, or you can
trust in and confess Christ, come what may, and inherit
eternal life. You can be at peace with the world and an
enemy of God or you can be at peace with God and an
enemy of the world, but you cannot be both. Jesus bids,
come and die and drink of the living water. Forsake all
to gain Him and in Him eternal life. And though we at
the present time may not find ourselves before kings or
torturers, the gravity of our situation is no less weighty.
That is life and death. Heaven and hell. Choose this
day whom you will serve. The Lord of glory (ending in
righteousness fellowship with God and immortality) or
the world the flesh and the devil ( though that path is wide
and ecasy it leads to eternal judgment) I urge you to lay
your burdens, your very life at the feet of King Jesus. Be
humbled before Him and He will exalt you in due time.
Throw yourself upon Christ, upon His mercy, upon His
sacrifice knowing that it is Him and Him alone that saves.

“Nothing in my hands I bring, only to the cross I cling,
naked come to thee for dress, helpless, look to thee for
grace; foul I to the fountain fly; wash me savior or I die.”

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling
and to present you blameless before the presence of his
glory with great joy, to the only God, or savior through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”

Jude 24-25

Blessings,
Matt
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Ministry Directory
Building & Grounds Ministry:
Jim Judkins, 715.338.8837
oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com
Coffee Ministry:
Sandy Moe, 715.417.1812
sandy.klj@hotmail.com

Finance Administration:
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer)
715.338.2580
financeministry@
newlifechristiancommunity.org

Greeting Card Ministry:
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com

Grief Share Ministry:
Connie B., 715.557.1431
conjoh1@gmail.com

Grief Share Ministry (Youth):
Robin Mattson, 715.566-1945
robinmattson27@gmail.com

Immerse Ministry:
Pastor Paul Linzmeier
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
320-226-5581
Meal Relief Ministry:
Danielle Panik,
715.554-2214
dhischer@gmail.com
Missions Outreach:
Lorraine Milner, 715.557.0661
Music Ministry:
Pastor Bennett Anderson,
(920) 395-8548
bennett.lyle86@gmail.com
Newsletter Administration:
Dawn Holm, 715.472.8453
djholm@lakeland.ws
Resource Center:

Cory Mattson, 715.417.
cory79mattson@hotmail.com
Sunday Meal Services:
Barbara Judkins, 309.269.0556
bjdarnell@hotmail.com
Transportation Services:
Art Behr, 715.220.6882
behrden1@charter.net
Video Ministry:

Jim Mabee, 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
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This Week's Schedule of Events:

Tues James Study - 6:30 am

Wed Young Adult Study - 6:30 pm
Thurs Men’s Bible Study - 6:30 am
Thurs Ladies Study 1John - 6:30 pm

Fellowship Tip for August:

Be sure to be reaching out to your New
Life family often! Get creative in ways
to bear one anothers burdens and
encouraging one another daily. Consider
phone calls, video chats, writing letters,
sending cards, etc.

August Memory Verse

“ know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours
can be thwarted. Job 42:2"

Pastoral Eldership Team:

Pastor Tony Minell 715.417.1982
galatiansii20@yahoo.com

Pastor Paul Linzmeier ~ 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Pastor Bennett Anderson 920 395.8548
bennett.lyle86@gmail.com

Cory Mattson, Secretary  715.417.0945

Zachary Fugate 715.379.2918
Brian Gates 651.230.6554
Matt Leko 651.465.3154
Dale Mattson 715.566.2302
Greg Mattson 715.417.2444
Rene Milner 715.557.0185
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132

Jay Swisher

763.587.3472

Announcements

Women’s Book Study: Ladies of New
Life, Sara Gallagher is kindly opening her
home again for a women’s book study.
This group will begin meeting every third
Monday of the month starting Monday
September 21 @ 7:00pm. If you are
interested in attending and would like to

know more, feel free to reach out to Sara,
715-294-0748.

New Life Ministries: Interested in
serving on a New Life Ministry Team
but don’t know much about the current
ministries?® Make sure to walk through
our Ministry Team Fair after Service. We
will have the large classroom across from
the kitchen set up to display all the various
ministry teams at New Life. There you will
get to hear more about each ministry and
ways to serve as well as the opportunity to
meet the team leaders. We are grateful for
the many gifts God has appointed to each
member of the body of Christ. May these
ministries represented at the fair as well as
the ones already happening organically be
used unto the Glory of Christ and for the
building up of the saints in love.

Immerse: New Life’s Wednesday Immerse
classes are coming around the corner fast.
If you are interested in volunteering as a
teacher or teachers assistant please reach
out to Pastor Paul or Ana Smith soon. We
are still looking for teachers for nursery
and 3 year olds as well as teacher assistants
for 5" through 8" grade. Classes start
Wednesday September 9th and meet from
6:15-7:30 pm. There will be classes for all
ages, so the whole family is invited!!

Sunday Morning Prayer: Every
Sunday morning @ 8:30-9:00am in the
large classroom we have a time of prayer.
Everyone is encouraged to come. Specific
topics to pray for are: ministry teams,
missionaries, bible studies, immerse classes,
and really anything God has impressed on
our heart. We serve a gracious God who
hears our prayers! Let us make every effort
to gather often and pray.

Keys?: If anyone had been given a key to
the building but no longer needs it, please
turn in keys to Jim Judkins.



Today's Passage

Pastor Tony will be teaching
from the book of Hosea.

Our passage for today is
Hosea 7:8-16.

715-201-2295 + 201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI
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Sunday service starts at 9:30 am ¢ nlcc.dresser@gmail.com

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com




