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PASTORAL PONDERING
Goodbye to an Old Friend

“For we don’t not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need”
Hebrews 4:15-16
April 15th, 2019 for many was Tax Day but this year it marked a very sad day for our family.
We had to say good by to a faithful, trustworthy friend who always demonstrated
unconditional love. He was a huge part of our family, making long road trips without a
complaint despite being relegated to the back of the vehicle in cramped quarters. He
watched over our house when we weren’t home and was always supremely happy to see us
even if we were only gone for twenty minutes. He was with us and an intimate part of our
family for 9 years, being there for us in good times and bad. The thought of his loss still
causes me sadness as I write about our dog “Chops.”
I know for many of you that aren’t pet lovers, this kind of heartache may not make much
sense, but for me the loss of a pet is heartbreaking. Chops was in good health until he
developed a rapid growing cancer by his eye. I was hoping it would be just an infection that
would get better with antibiotics but after the biopsy report came back as an aggressive,
largely untreatable cancer, the writing was on the wall. He suffered a seizure and was
miserable trying to deal with the irritation of the tumor; lymph node swellings showed that
the cancer had spread. His appetite remained good, but it became increasingly obvious it
wasn’t fair to him to allow further suffering given he was almost 11 years old. Cory made
an appointment with the vet to “put him down”. Knowing his time was coming to an end
made it just that much harder. He was given his last meal and loaded into the car for his last
car ride (one of his favorite pastimes) to be brought to the vet. He was surrounded by his
loved ones and his favorite blanket as he took his last breath. In a matter of seconds his life
was over, and our faithful loved companion was gone. We now are only left with memories
and some remaining fur in the seat of our car.
I will admit that everyone was present except Jayden my grandson, and myself. As a
teenager, I was present when we put one of our dogs down, and I have never been able to do
it again. I admit it’s strange that, as a physician, I have been around death frequently but for
some reason the loss of a pet hits me really hard. The pain is so deep it almost feels like it’s
coming from my bone marrow.
It was at this time that I was comforted by the message in Hebrews stating that Jesus, our
High Priest, is able to sympathize with our weaknesses and is there for us in our time of
need. He is not a God that is aloof and distant. He knows and understands the
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heartache and grants mercy and grace in times of need. He,
better than anyone knows the heartache of separation
through death from a loved one by going to the cross. It was
the separation from the Father which caused Him to ask if
there was any other way, but He submitted to the Father’s
will by going to the cross for you and I. The perfect
relationship between the Father and the Son was temporarily
fractured until the resurrection. Death no longer carries an
eternal sting. It has been conquered for those placing their
trust in Christ. Now that is good news!
We are told that Jesus wept at the death of Lazarus which
again demonstrates that our High Priest understands the
heartache of the loss of loved ones. I still expect Chops to
be waiting for us as we come through the door. His bed is
still in our bedroom as I write this and acts as a reminder of
the great companion he was. I’ve heard it said about dogs
“May I become the kind of person that my dog thinks I
already am” but I think the better statement would be that it
is only in Jesus our High Priest that I can become the man I
was created to be. With the passing of the days, it is
becoming easier to deal with the loss and I’m personally
grateful that God created a boxer named “Chops” who was
the most amazing dog we’ve ever owned or had the pleasure
of knowing. He is missed but God is great even in times of
loss.
Blessings, Greg Mattson
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Please consider supporting Options for Women |TRI-COUNTY in
their Baby Bottle Fundraiser this year. Your support will help provide
free pregnancy tests, counseling, ultrasound services, clothing, and
baby supplies for the mothers who are most in need from our
community. Simply take a bottle from the welcome table and during
the next few weeks, fill it with loose change and bills. Then on
Father’s Day weekend (Sunday, June 16) bring your bottles back
during service. Pray for these funds to effectively serve the needs of
struggling mothers in our community so that both the mothers and
their born and unborn children may know the love of Christ through
this support.

Announcements and Upcoming Events
PICNIC IN THE PARK

Sunday, May 19th is our first New Life Picnic in the Park for this summer. After service we will walk
over to the Dresser Park on Main Street to grill out and fellowship. Brats and hamburgers will be served.
Bring an outdoor game. There is a volleyball court and open grassy area for frisbee, kickball, or whatever
else. Feel free to invite friends and neighbors!

THE HALL OF MEN

Men! Please set aside Sunday, May 19th, 6:30pm for a very unique men's gathering at the New Life
building! We are launching a new Men's gathering. We are calling it "The Hall of Men." This new men's
gathering will be for those men (young and old - and even middle-aged men) who are wanting to: 1)
Fellowship with other men in Christ. 2) Learn about the lineage of faith as it has been displayed through
men throughout Church history. 3) Eat together.

The Hall of Men gathering will happen several times a year - so stay tuned for those dates. On May
19th we will be hearing a presentation of the evangelist, George Whitefield. You won't want to miss it!
Come prepared for a comradery and fellowship that is centered on the core confessions of our faithful
Savior, Jesus Christ.

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY

Come and join the Building and Grounds team on Saturday, May 25th for our Spring clean-up day.
Details to come.

GRADUATING SENIORS RECOGNITION

On Sunday, May 26th during service we would like to recognize and pray for the graduating seniors
in our fellowship. We will also be handing something out, so if you are graduating or if you are a parent
with a graduating student, please email Pastor Bennett.

Wishing all our New Life and visiting moms a

Happy Mother’s Day Blessing!
May Fellowship Tip:
Take a moment this morning and greet someone you haven’t met before.

May 19
May 26

Meal Team #4
Meal Team #5

Fellowship and a meal follow our service
today…please stay and join us!
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Colossians 3:16

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” ESV

Today’s Passage:
Pastor Tony’s message is from the New Testament book,
Hebrews 6:1-2

Sermon Notes:

Address: 201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org
Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

