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Pastoral Ponderings
This World is Not Your Home

Recently the Tuesday morning bible study I attend just finished the book of revelation.
It took a little over a year or so, but it was a great blessing to me. It made me think
all the more that we’re not there yet. Our home, that is. Creation still groans under
the curse, that is evident everywhere. Death, disease, and decay are common sights
and experiences that all have, and all will encounter. Our temporal experience should
scream to the believer that this is not our home, we’re only passing through.

This truth, us not finding lasting rest and comfort here, is no small theme in the
scriptures. (Hebrews 11:13-16) In fact it is a trait that all believers from ages past to
present have shared. We are described as exiles, pilgrims and sojourners. It’s not that we
don’t have a country to which we belong, but that the country to which we truly belong
is not of this world. Our citizenship is in Heaven with our King.

The Apostle Peter puts it this way in 1 Peter 2:9-11, “But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of the darkness into his marvelous light. Once
you were not a people but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy. Beloved I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.”

Peter is saying that we have been set apart, called out from among the nations to be
God’s own people. A people who have received mercy, a holy nation called out from the
nations to proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his
marvelous light. That is to say. To proclaim the person and work of Jesus. That is why,
for the time being, we remain as exiles and pilgrims. We have been set apart and kept
for the Lord’s work in this world, while it remains.

Right in the midst of this glorious passage Peter urges us to abstain from passions of
the flesh. The basis of Peter’s urging is that we are sojourners and exiles. He is saying
that we are not to indulge or find our pleasure in “passions of the flesh” for it “wages
war against our soul” and it is contrary to us now. For we have been brought out of the
darkness where we once walked gratifying our sinful nature, and into the light where our
new nature that has been given to us seeks the Lord and His righteousness. No longer
seeking darkness, we aren’t to find happiness or pleasure in the fleshly things that we
previously did. But rather we are to be content in the portion that the Lord has given in
this life. Not seeking to build our kingdom here, attempting to fulfill our temporal desires.
To the contrary we are to be building His kingdom by proclaiming His excellencies.

Finding our joy, hope and rest in the Lord and His promises rather than trying to satisfy
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Pastoral Ponderings cont.

ourselves with the passing pleasures of sin that wage war
against our soul. In a very real way, we should feel out of
place in this world. A world where the curse still lingers
and has an effect on all, and where the vast majority
of humanity are not subjects of the king but are those
who rebel against their maker and choose to remain in
darkness. This reality may make us feel like Lot felt while
he lived in Sodom. (2 Peter 2:8) While looking around
us and witnessing people chasing sin, feeling and seeing
the effects of the curse; we may become discouraged and
even depressed. Our dissatisfaction with the effects of the
curse is no accident, it’s by design. God in his kindness has
put a pebble in our proverbial shoe. God wisely placed
that pebble to remind us that we were never made to be
at home in this world, or satisfied with the things of this
world. But instead should be made to long for our King
and His Kingdom. For just as our bodies age, change and
eventually fail us. So too this world is growing old and will
one day pass away. And though we will walk through the
valley of the shadow of death we are to fear no evil for
Jesusis with us. He is our comfort, savior and king. He has
paid our sin debt, delivered us from darkness, given us His
righteousness, sealed us with His spirit and He will deliver
us through the valley into his everlasting kingdom. Tor
He is able. To Him be all praise, honor and glory both
now and forever. Come Lord Jesus.

“O soul are you weary and troubled?

No light in the darkness you see?

There’s light for a look at the savior.

and life more abundant and free.

turn your eyes upon Jesus.

Look full in his wonderful face.

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace.”

In Christ, Matt Leko

NexT WEEK
BRING A DisH SunNDAY

Please bring your favorite dish to share.
Consider bringing a tasty creation of your favorite food
to share for the meal after service...But what if T don’t
cook? Don’t fret!! You can simply bring some of your
favorite goodies from the local grocery store, such as a
veggie plate, crackers sausage and cheese, a bowl of fruit,
or dessert.



Announcements & Upcoming Events
Hall of Men: tonight at 6:30pm. You won’t want to miss it! Seriously!

Gospel Joy International fundraising Gala: March 12,2020, with dinner
starting at 6 pm at Bethlehem Baptist Church, Lakeville, MN. They have a silent
auction, speaker, and private concert. Fach seat is recommended at $50.00/
table $350. Let me know soon if interested, Lorraine Milner at 715-557-0661.

Not Just a Movie Night: Come and join us on the journey to combat constant
escapism by watching and discussing the 2016 Oscar Nominated Best Film
Arrival. Afterwards we will look at the ideas presented and discuss how this
fits the world our God came to save. Join us on February 28 at the building @
6:00pm. Bring some popcorn, and then plan stay for the discussion immediately
following the movie. Let’s explore how to make sense of His creation together.
For more information about the night talk to Nathan Anderson.

Tri-County Options for Women: It’s located downtown Osceola next to
Lucky Panda. Stop in and meet Karen, she is great. They are always in need of
volunteers to help stock and organize supplies, mentors for the young struggling
mothers, and volunteer doctors or nurses to run the ultrasounds and other tests.

Check out New Life Online
newlifechristiancommunity.org
Find Links to: * Events * Sermons Online
Set Lists * New Life Connect * & More

This Week's Schedule of Events:

Tues Men’s Bible Study-5:30 am
Our Place Café - SCF

Wed Women’s Bible Study-12:30 pm

Pastoral Eldership Team:

Pastor Tony Minel 715417.1982 |  Wed  Immerse Family Studies-6:15 pm
galatiansii20@yahoo.com Thurs Men’s Bible Study-6:30 am

Pastor Paul Linzmeier 320.226.5581 Thurs Women'’s Bible Study-9:30/10 am
pastorpaul.nicc@gmail.com Thurs GriefShare-6:30 pm

Pastor Bennett Anderson  (920) 395-8548
bennett.lyle86@gmail.com

Cory Mattson — Secretary ~ 715.417.0945 Fellowship Tip for February:
Zachary Fugate 715.319.2918 | Have you recognized a spiritual gift in someone
Paul Gilbertson 715.755.3517 or even yourself? Consider how you can
Dale Mattson 715.566.2302 encourage the use of these gifts Christ has
Greg Mattson 715.417.2444 given to His church by His Spirit.
Rene Milner 715.557.0185
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132

February Memory Verse

Upcoming Potluck/Meal Teams:

‘| count everything as loss because of the ) )
March 1 Bring A Dish (P#1)

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus

my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the March8  Meal Team #5
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, March 15 Meal Team #6
in order that | may gain Christ.” Fellowship and a meal follow our service

(Philippians 3:8) today - Please stay and join us!




Today's Passage

Pastor Tony will be teaching from
the book of Hebrews. Our passage for
today is Hebrews 12:25-29.
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Sunday service starts at 9:30 am ¢ nlcc.dresser@gmail.com

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com




