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Pastoral Pondering 
 

 

 

Fan Into Flame Faith in Christ 
 

“I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember 
you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4As I remember your tears, I long to see 
you, that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you 
as well. 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands, 7for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and 
love and self-control.” -- 2 Timothy 1:3-7  
 

Paul loved Timothy like a beloved child--a love birthed out of a living faith in Christ that desires to 

see others believe and grow into a sincere faith too. There is a generational tone to these verses 

above with the mention of ancestors, grandmother and mother, and even in the old man Paul who 

is caring for this young man Timothy. It is a faith that goes way back and contains a care that is 

deep and affectionate, for Paul says he is praying “constantly” for Timothy when he remembers 

him day and night. I know how meaningful it is to me when someone tells me they are praying for 

me often. I feel so loved and am stirred up to keep pressing on in Jesus. My first experience with 

this was when I attended a Bible study in high school as an unbeliever. The facilitator of the study 

the night I attended was a woman who could have been my grandmother. She looked me in the eye 

and told me she loved me and was praying for me often, for she had been told of me by a 

classmate of mine. I nearly teared up on the spot. How could a person who has never met me 

before actually love me and be so genuinely concerned for the state of my soul? I know now it was 

because she had Christ in her and her faith was alive, bearing fruit, and she took initiative to make 

sure I knew who Jesus is and my need for Him.  
 

True and living faith in Christ cannot stay contained; it is meant to be spread and shared. Like a 

sack of unending grain that we are to sow and watch over, we are called to participate through 

faith in the raising up of new generations whom God is bringing to saving faith and a life of 

bearing fruit.  Brothers and sisters, who are those God has placed in your life to spur on in the 

faith? Who are those unconverted that you are called to evangelize? How often are we praying as 

we remember these ones? Who are we called to care for even from a distance by writing letters like 

Paul writes to Timothy in this letter?  
 

God’s grace was shown to Timothy through relationships and examples of trust in God from 

a young age. Now, just as others have labored in his life to teach and instruct and compel 

him to look to God so Timothy is to “fan into flame the gift of God”--that is, to put in practice 

the sincere faith that now dwells in him. Timothy is to care for his own soul by fanning into 

flame deeper faith in Christ and also called to care for the souls of others through this gift 

given him by God. As Paul writes in vs. 13 he instructs Timothy to, “follow the pattern of 
the sound words that you have heard from me in the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus.” The fanning of faith comes from following a “pattern of sound words” (study and 
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Pastoral Pondering                                    …continued 
 

speaking of the Word),the day-to-day walking in “the 

faith” (obedience to Christ in all things, even enduring 

suffering for the gospel), “and love” (a love that imitates 

Christ Jesus as beloved children, Ephesians 5:1-2). So the 

fanning into flame the gift of faith comes in the actual 

practice of faith.  
 

Are we making good use of the means of grace that God 

has provided for us to grow and to disciple others? 

Gathering with the saints often to study the Word, pray, 

sing to the Lord, and also doing so in private?  Are we 

looking for opportunities to serve in love by intentionally 

discipling those around us with increased faith in Christ 

Jesus being the goal? If you find yourself feeling a little 

stagnant and undirected, start walking out the faith. A 

muscle doesn’t grow unless exercised, a gift doesn’t 

mature unless used, a flame apart from the bellows will 

soon fade, so also Faith will not grow unpracticed. This 

of course is not within our own efforts, but wholly 

dependent on God who has given us of his Spirit.  As 

Paul says in vs. 12… “ I am convinced that he is able 
to guard until that day what has been entrusted to 
me.” And again in vs. 14, “By the Holy Spirit who 

dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted 
to you.” Our confidence is in the Spirit within us who 

will guard this good confession entrusted to us. Praise be 

to the Lord; He will keep His own!  
 

So because the living God dwells in us by His Spirit and 

has granted us faith in the Son, let us all the more gladly 

submit to the ministry He has called us to by putting this 

faith into practice. Whether you are grandma, mother, a 

Paul, a Timothy, or fill in the blank, there are endless 

opportunities given you each day to live out the faith 

that you might be fanned into greater flame knowing and 

experiencing Christ more and so that others might also 

know Him more all to the glory and praise of Jesus.  
 

Pastor Paul 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to New 
Life for a few months we are glad you are joining with us! If you 
would like to learn more about New Life, be sure to stop by the 
Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome bag we 
have for you. Please join us for fellowship and meal after service 
today. We would love to meet and get to know you and for you 
to get to know us more. 
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➢ Let’s Welcome a New Baby: Alex and Jenna 
Strohbeen welcomed a new baby girl into their family! 
Congratulations to the Strohbeen's on God's gift of 
Alannah Alexandra. There is a basket located near the 
welcome table to supply extra diapers and wipes and 
a meal train is set up with a sign-up link on Connect. 
Let’s also join in prayer over them as fellow brothers 
and sisters for their marriage and in parenting to be 
covered in God's grace as each little addition to a 
home brings new responsibilities.  

➢ New Life Bible Studies: Have you considered 
participating in a bible study? Currently there are 6 
weekly bible studies. In additional there are bible 
classes Wednesday nights at Immerse, and a young 
adult study every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. 
Check out the schedule of events on the calendar in 
the lobby, the New Life App, or found listed in the 
newsletter. If you’re interested in starting a bible study 
just reach out to one of the elders and be sure to take 
a look at some of the helpful tools in the resource 
center to get you started. 

➢ Young Adult Study: Young Adults, we’re 
jumping back into Genesis this Tuesday, February 
14th at 6:30pm at the home of the Melling’s: 1821 
184th Ave. Somerset, WI 54025. Bring an instrument, 
your bibles, and an eager heart to grow in Christ. See 
you then! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Looking for a good book to give as a gift or thinking of starting 
a bible study? Check out our resource center and ask the 
resource ministry team for some good suggestions. The 
Resource Center is bursting with new titles!  Age of 
Opportunity (parenting teens) by Paul Tripp; devotional books 
and a Bible study on the gospel of Mark for middle schoolers; 
3 new books by Elisabeth Elliot; Adorned (the women’s retreat 
book); The Princess Adelina (for young ladies & everyone); 
God and Me series for young kids; Crossway Short Classics; 
The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn; and a story for kids 
about the parable of the Seeds and Soils by New Life’s own 
Donna Hiller!  In addition to good books for both adults and 
children, there are also music CD's, DVD documentaries, 
bible concordance, systematic theology books, and much 
more. Take a look today after service.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Pastor Tony Minell           715.417.1982 

   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier     320.226.5581  

   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 Pastor Jeff Warren     316.308.0833  

   pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary 715.417.0945 

  Zachary Fugate  715.379.2918 

  Brian Gates   651.230.6554 

  Matt Leko   651.465.3154 

  Dale Mattson   715.566.2302 

  Greg Mattson  715.417.2444 

  Rene Milner  715.557.0185 

  Brian Nelson 651.323.4253 

  Jim Nelson 651.283.2132 

  Jay Swisher  763.587.3472 
 

 

        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 

Tues Young Adult Study– 6:30 pm 

Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 

Wed Immerse– 6:15-7:30 pm 

Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  

Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– 10:00 am 

Thurs Ladies Bible Study– Noon 

Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 

Thurs GriefShare– 6:30 pm  
 (Adults & Youth meet separately) 
        

  
1 John 4:15-16 (ESV) 
 
 

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know 

and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and whoever abides in love abides in God and God abides 

in him.” 
        

 

          
 

Consider the needs of our widows and widowers among 

us at New Life. A simple phone call, visit, or invite to your 

home, is an immense gift to them and to you. 
        

 

 

Feb 12 Team 3 ~ Italian 

Feb 19 Team 4 ~ Rice & Beans 
 

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested in being 
on a meal team or a helper.  

        
 

Check out New Life Online 
newlifechristiancommunity.org 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

nlcc 

Busy Bags 

Available by the Door 
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Passage: 
Pastor Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 

Acts 27:9-20 
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