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Pastoral Pondering 
 

 

 

Bad Things…Good People? 
 

 

“When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this trampling of my 
courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon 
and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—I cannot endure iniquity and solemn 
assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have 
become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.”-Isaiah 1:12-14 
 

I am guessing there is a chance that you may be sitting there thinking, “Wow, this is a super 
uplifting opening. I am not sure I want to continue reading.” Please don’t be discouraged, 
rather, continue to read on with patience.  
 

We have all heard someone ask, or have even been guilty of asking the question ourselves, 
“Why does God let bad things happen to good people?” In a recent conversation with my son, 
Isaiah, he brought this question up to me. He didn’t bring it up as a question he was asking, 
rather he was using it as an example of the types of things that often cause followers of 
Christ to wander. The issue with this question, while there are several, is that the 
assumption is that we, as people, are inherently good. We aren’t. In fact, the verses above 
provide a clear picture of our status with the Lord when we are left to our own accord. When 
we establish ourselves as our own saviors, we cannot right ourselves with the Lord. Simply 
put, we are sinners and require a savior. There are no good people. 

 

If that were the end…and our reality stopped there, our existence would remain bleak and 
we would perish, separated from our heavenly Father. But brothers and sisters, that is not 
the gospel. The gospel…our inheritance as followers of Christ is one of hope and grace. 
Jesus, the only good and perfect human, loved us so much that he died and paid the cost for 
our sins. Apart from God, there is no good. This simply cannot be something that we accept 
and move on from. God’s word tells us in Philippians 2:12 to continue to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling. It also tells us, “…for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.” It isn’t some good news, a little bit of good 
news, but it is the good news.  
 

We must be careful, whether we are experiencing hardships or blessings, not to become 
bloated with our own self-concept. When we convince ourselves that we are good enough, 
strong enough, smart enough, rich enough, talented enough, and the list goes on…we deny 
ourselves what is truly good. We deny ourselves the grace that Christ freely gives, yet for 
which he so dearly paid.  
 

“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord  
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Join Us As We Celebrate Only Jesus 
 



 
 
 
 

Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  

sandy.klj@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 
financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Kristin Stephan: 651.235.1681 
kristin@kageinnovation.com 

 

Music Ministry 
Jeff Warren: 316.308.0833 

 pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 
cory79mattson@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  

jmabee@centurytel.net 
 

 

 

MINISTRY  DIRECTORY  
 

Pastoral Pondering                       …continued 
 

Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body 
to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, 
my beloved.”-Philippians 3:20-4:1 
 

Oh that we at New Life would be a body committed to 
standing firm in the Lord! 
 

-your brother in Christ, Zack Fugate 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to New 
Life for a few months we are glad you are joining with us! If you 
would like to learn more about New Life, be sure to stop by the 
Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome bag we 
have for you. Please join us for fellowship and meal after service 
today. We would love to meet and get to know you and for you 
to get to know us more. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

New Life Christian Community has a secure online community designed 
to engage the body of Christ in between Sundays. If you would like to be 
part of this online community, please send an email (see emails to the 
right) to one of the pastors. They would be glad to set you up with an 
account. All you need is an active email address. 
 
 

 

 

Do you know someone that needs encouragement, support, 
or celebration? Please remember that New Life has a 
ministry just for that! Contact Lynn with your request via 
email: lynnjimnelson@gmail.com or you can call her cell at 
651-373-1426. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Meal Team Ministry  
 

Are you looking for a way to use your talents or 
time to serve God? Consider joining a Sunday 

Meal Team. If interested, please, Contact: Barbie 
Judkins (309) 269-0556, Barb Manship (612) 804-

9793 or Rosie Swisher (763) 458-1261 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
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 Welcome Baby Swanson: New Life family, 
let's praise the Lord together for the birth of 
Vinadil Faith Swanson, born to Andrew and 
Jessica Swanson this week! There will be a 
basket in the entryway fill up with diapers and 
wipes as a blessing to their family. Also keep 
your eyes out for a Meal Train to be set up in 
the next few days. 

 Annual Partners Meeting: Annual Partners 
Meeting is Sunday, January 22nd at 
12:30pm following the service. In addition to 
some of the church business matters of this 
meeting, partners will be have the opportunity 
to come forward and give testimony to the 
work of Jesus in them and amongst this body 
as they reflect on the past year that we might 
all join in rejoicing and praising God with one 
another.  

 Women’s Retreat: Ladies, don't forget to sign 
up for the Women's retreat January 27-28th. 
A time for ladies and daughters (9th grade and 
up) to immerse themselves in the Word and 
fellowship. We are hopeful that as many as are 
able, would attend! There are fliers in the foyer 
with details and also a sign up sheet. If there 
are any questions or if money is an issue, 
please see Shannon Nelson.  

 Hall of Men: Men young and old make room 
on your calendars, Hall of Men is picking back 
up Sunday, January 29th at 6:30pm. It is 
always a time of conviction and 
encouragement to walk as men of Christ now 
in our generation as we hear about the lives of 
men from the past where Jesus was honored 
and glorified. There is no meal but your 
welcome to bring a snack to share.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Looking for a good book to give as a gift or thinking of starting 
a bible study? Check out our resource center and ask the 
resource ministry team for some good suggestions. In addition 
to good books for both adults and children, there are also 
music CD's, DVD documentaries, bible concordance, 
systematic theology books, and much more. Take a look 
today after service.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Pastor Tony Minell           715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
 Pastor Paul Linzmeier     320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 Pastor Jeff Warren     316.308.0833  
   pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary 715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate  715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates   651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko   651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson   715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson  715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner  715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson 651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher  763.587.3472 
 
 

        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 
Tues Women’s Precepts– 6:30-8 pm 
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  
Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– 10:00 am 
Thurs Ladies Bible Study– Noon 
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 
Thurs GriefShare– 6:30 pm  
 (Adults & Youth meet separately) 
        

  
Psalm 104:5 (ESV) 
 
 

“Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 
continually!” 
        

 

          
 

Often January is a time for new beginnings, make sure to 
share with someone this month the “new beginning” you 
have in Christ by sharing your testimony. Share of your 
coming to saving faith in Jesus, and by his grace, what He 
is currently doing each day in your life to draw you to 
treasure Him above all things and to call you pursue making 
Him known to others. 
        

 

 

Jan 15 Team 8 ~ Soup & Salads 
Jan 22 Team 1 ~ Pizza 

 

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested in being 
on a meal team or a helper.  

        

 

Check out New Life Online 
newlifechristiancommunity.org 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

nlcc 

Busy Bags 
Available by the Door 
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Passage: 
Pastor Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 

Acts 25:13-22 
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