JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE ONLY JESUS!
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PASTORAL PONDERING

THE JOY OF MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE

I want to share a personal story from my family, and yes, [ was given permission. Two years
ago, my daughter Nicky moved home from Bend, Oregon. She wanted to be near family and
receive help in dealing with a problem which had become a larger issue for her. Nicky went
through a difficult divorce and started using alcohol to medicate her pain. Little by little, the
alcohol became a bigger problem for her. Lynn and I are so proud of her for wanting to take
on this trial with God’s transforming grace.

With this as a backdrop, last summer Nicky and I spent about 4 months together studying
and applying Romans chapters 6, 7, and 8 to our lives. These are some of the most amazing
and theologically powerful chapters in scripture on the subject of progressive sanctification.
Nicky wanted to grow deeply in her relationship with our Lord Jesus. This has been very
helpful to Nicky and the real bonus for me as her Dad, was to watch her grow in her love and
obedience to the Lord. The process of walking more and more by the Spirit and less and less
by the flesh is part of the battle we all go through as believers. As a Dad, nothing is more
important than to see your children being transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit as they
trust in the Lord.

During this time, we had many discussions about our new life in-Christ, and the never-
ending war we all fight daily with our sinful flesh. A few weeks ago, Pastor Tony talked
about the need to “embrace our battle with sin” as he taught us from Hosea chapter 7.
Actually, a mark of a true believer is that they are battling with their sins and temptations
with God’s transforming grace. We spent a lot of time in chapter 6 where the Apostle Paul
teaches us the important Biblical truth of being “dead to sin and alive in Christ”. We had
written 21 pages of notes on these three chapters.

We talked about the importance of memorizing verses. Nicky reminded me that when Jesus
was tempted in the desert He always told Satan, “It is written and then quoted scripture” at
that point Satan left Him. Memorization has been a real help to Nicky and to myself over the
years. Nicky and I learned many valuable Biblical truths just in Romans 6. Here are just a
few we want to share with you. Hopefully, these will be helpful to you.

1) We have come to understand that we now have a totally new relationship to sin, it is dead.
2) Christ broke the power of sin; it no longer controls our lives.

3) Sin is a terrible master, and it finds a willing servant in the human body.

4) Whatever you yield to becomes your master.

5) Sin characterizes our old life; holiness characterizes our new life.

6) Freed from sin does not mean that a believer is no longer capable of sinning but that we
are no longer a slave to sin.
continued on next page ...
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..continued

7) We came to understand the importance of a
daily surrendering of our body, mind, and will to
the Lord.

8) We are a slave to sin by our natural birth and a
slave to righteousness by our new birth. A
beautiful picture of being a new creation in Christ
Jesus.

As one commentator put it, “Christ’s obedience
resulted in His death on the cross. This is the
same goal Christ has for each of us - death of our
old sinful nature so that He might live through
us.”

I believe that memorization is of the utmost
importance in the Christian life and in spiritual
growth. Some commentators tell us that
memorizing Scripture is perhaps the single most
crucial element to spiritual growth and victory
over sin. Psalm 119:11 “T have stored up your
word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”
The Word of God is the believer’s only truly
potent weapon against sin, it’s the sword of the
Spirit. When placed in the mind through Bible
memorization, it is a strong influence for
godliness and righteous living. Hebrew 4:12 tells
us the Word of God is “living and active” meaning
that it has supernatural power to mold us into
Christ-likeness when we meditate upon it.

There is no better way to mediate on the Word
than to have it in our minds and memories, and it
then became a powerful resource for us.

I want to thank Nicky for all of our wonderful and
deep discussions, because of this, I renewed my
personal focus to memorization. After months of
studying, discussing, and applying Roman 6, I
decided to memorize the first 14 verses for
myself. Then, over a few more months I was able
to memorize all of chapter 6, what an amazing
chapter! For me, the benefits of memorizing
Romans 6 are too many to count. I now recite and
meditate on this chapter daily making it part of
my prayer and worship life.

Can I encourage each of you to either start or
continue to memorize verses? The benefits are
victory over sin, the strengthening of your faith
and having a deeper joy in your Christian life.

What an amazing Savior we serve!
Your brother In-Christ, Jim Nelson
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MINISTRY DIRECTORY:

Building & Grounds Ministry
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837
oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com

Coffee Ministry
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812
sandy.klj@hotmail.com

Finance Administration

Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580
financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.

org

Greeting Card Ministry
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com

GriefShare Ministry
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945
robinmattson27@gmail.com

Immerse Ministry
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740
anajoy87@gmail.com

Meal Train Relief Ministry
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214
dhischer@gmail.com

Missions Outreach
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661
Irmilner@gmail.com

Music Ministry

Pastor Bennett Anderson: 920.395.8548

bennett.lyle86@gmail.com

Newsletter Administration
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453
djholm@lakeland.ws

Resource Center
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945
cory79mattson@hotmail.com

Sunday Meal Services
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556
bjdarnell@hotmail.com

Transportation Services
Art Behr: 715.220.6882
behrden1@charter.net

Video Ministry
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastoral Eldership Team:
Pastor Tony Minell

galatiansii20@yahoo.com

Pastor Paul Linzmeier 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Pastor Bennett Anderson  920.395.8548
bennett.lyle86@gmail.com

Cory Mattson - Secretary
Zachary Fugate

Brian Gates

Matt Leko

Dale Mattson

Greg Mattson

Rene Milner

Jim Nelson

Jay Swisher

715.417.1982

715.417.0945
715.379.2918
651.230.6554
651.465.3154
715.566.2302
715.417.2444
715.557.0185
651.283.2132
763.587.3472

This Week’s Scheduled Events:

Tues Men’s Bible Study-6:30 am
Wed Every Man’s Battle-6:00 am
Wed Immerse Studies-6:15 pm
Thurs  Men’s Bible Study-6:30 am
Thurs Ladies Bible Study-12:00 pm
Thurs Ladies Study-Mattthew-10 am
Thurs Ladies Study- 6:30 pm

October Memory Verse:

1 Peter 1:22-23

"...love one another earnestly from
a pure heart, since you have been
born again, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the
living and abiding word of God..."

ESV

October Fellowship Tip:

Have you recognized a spiritual gift in
someone? Consider how you can
encourage the use of these gifts Christ
has given by His Spirit for the purpose of
building up the body.

Sunday Meals and Fellowship:

For the immediate future, meals will be
served on the 1st and 3rd of each month.
As the teams grow and volunteer base
increases, we can move to sharing a meal
every Sunday. Contact Barbara Judkins if

» Every Man's Battle: Men please consider

attending Every Man's Battle Men's
Fellowship starting this Wednesday,
October 14th from 6 am to 7:30 am at the
building. The mission of this group is not to
focus on a particular sin but to point men
towards Christ, with a specific focus on
building one another up in Him and battling
together in the fight against lust - in all its
forms. This group will involve candid
discussion, study and prayer. Men, young
and old must know, they are not alone in this
fight and there is strength in seeking the
Lord together spurring one another on to
walk in holiness. “Therefore, confess
your sins to one another and pray
for one another, that you may be
healed. The pravyer of a righteous
person has great power as it is
working.” James 5:16. Contact Marc
Vanderhoof with questions 802-779-2793.

Wednesday Night Immerse Classes are
in full swing. Take advantage of this
opportunity to participate in these classes.
These nights are one of many ways at New
Life to invest in the lives of this local body
(children and adults); together being taught,
equipped, and sharpened in the Word as
well as opportunity for inter-generational
relationships to be formed. Classes meet
from 6:15-7:30 pm.

Immerse Teacher(s) & Assistant(s)
Needed: There's an opportunity to serve on
Wednesday evenings. Please contact Ana
Smith at 715-566-3740 if you are interested.

Sunday Morning Prayer Time: Every
Sunday morning from 8:30-9:00 am in the
large classroom we have a time of prayer.
Everyone is encouraged to come even
children! Specific topics to pray for are:
ministry teams, missionaries, bible studies,
immerse classes, and really anything
impressed on our heart. We serve a
gracious God who hears our prayers! Let us
make every effort to gather often and pray.
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Today’s Passage:

Pastor Lee Eclov’s message is from the
New Testament book,

JOIN 13:34-35

Sermon Notes:

201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295 ~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org
Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
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