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PASTORAL PONDERING
A Royal Priesthood

Imagine the following: A mountain stands before us. Like a fold of sheep, we had been
led to a patch of green grass in the midst of a dry desert. We find ourselves in the
wilderness of Sinai.
We were born in Egypt. Egypt, and all its pain and misery, was all we had ever known.
And though slavery and hard labor had been our daily experience, there were those
among us who kept reminding us of the God of our fathers. Stories of God’s plan
through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were echoing in homes throughout our Jewish
community. Those stories flickered like a table lamp in our dark homes.
That glow was set in vivid contrast to our apparent reality – the only life that we had
ever really known was the life of slavery…until everything changed.
Over the course of just a few weeks our world had been turned upside down. We
witnessed, first-hand, the mighty work of God – In our midst! The God of our fathers
was no longer merely the God of our fathers. His actions proved that He was our God.
We watched as He carefully proved His sovereignty over the Egyptian gods and
goddesses. He transformed water into blood, filled Egypt and only Egyptian homes
with frogs. He sent gnats to harass them, then flies, diseased animals, boils, hail,
locusts, darkness and death.
We watched as the Lord delivered us from the mightiest army on earth – God granted
us life as walked across dry land – land that would immediately become a wet grave for
that impenetrable army. Our God was actually accompanying and leading us to a new
life. On this whirlwind of a journey He had provided for us in a myriad of ways. Food,
water, supernatural durability to even our footwear.
In so many ways, the circumstances that the Israelites found themselves in, in Exodus
19, are reminiscent of the circumstances we as Christians find ourselves in today. I
won’t get into the all those details here (though I would love to talk more about that
someday), but I pray the parallels were self-evident as we imagined those Biblical
circumstances.
For the moment, let’s consider the people’s situation in Exodus 19 a little more closely.
In verse 4 God tells the people, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings…” (it is not hard to imagine the
people thinking through all the ways in which He had delivered them). He goes on in
verses 5, saying, therefore “obey my voice and keep my covenant.” As such, He
declares in verse 6, “you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
After this stirring speech the people respond to God in verse 8, “All that the Lord has
continued on next page …
spoken we will do.”
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The people, with great confidence, proclaim that they will
undertake this responsibility – with no hesitation. For them, to
be a “kingdom of priests” is unquestionably what they will do.
Yet, as we might expect, they will quickly fail to obey the Lord.
They will not truly function as a “kingdom of priests.”
The longing and desire to be a “kingdom of priests” would flicker
like a table lamp in dark homes for generations thereafter. That
glow would be set in vivid contrast to reality – the only life
humanity had ever really known was the life of slavery…until
everything changed…in Jesus.
When Christ came and took our place, He was the first one able
to truly proclaim “All that the Lord has spoken I will do.” He did
what no man was able to do.
Because of Christ and what He did, Peter is able to proclaim (in 1
Peter 2:9) that indeed the promise of Exodus 19:6 has come to
pass. We are now “a royal priesthood!” God’s desire for His
people and the longing of His people has been realized in Jesus
Christ!
This is who you are! You are a kingdom of priests.
But, as a pastor, this truth leaves me absolutely baffled. Why do
so many of us function as though we are not part of the
priesthood. We leave shepherding to others. We say, you (not
me) are a priest!
If the Israelites, in Exodus 19, responded with a readiness to
serve as a kingdom of priests (despite the fact that they would
never be able to actually do this), why are we (those who actually
are a royal priesthood) reluctant to function as priests among
one another? We who have been guaranteed the role of royal
priesthood through the grandest act of God in all of history
respond in the opposite way the Israelites did – though we
actually are His royal priesthood!
You may be reading this thinking, ‘What do you mean?’ Well, how
many of you feel like you cannot possibly shepherd a high school
student? Our reasons are varied – ‘I don’t have time’, or ‘I am
not qualified’, or ‘I need you (the “real” pastor) to tell me what to
do otherwise I refuse to do anything’, or (name your excuse).
You may not have noticed, but we’ve been asking you to consider
mentoring or discipling a high school student for the last six
months. Are you believing that you are not really a priest of the
most-high God? Here I think our actions betray what we profess
to believe.
Please, I beg you, if you have been called unto Jesus Christ, you
have been called to function as His priests. That means all of us
ought to be shepherding, guiding, discipling and pouring into the
younger Christians among us! If you are a follower of Jesus
Christ, you are not exempt from this calling. We are a kingdom
of priests. I’m pretty sure that Peter does not say, “the pastoral
staff at New Life are the royal priesthood.” The call is universal.
So, royal priesthood, who will you begin to shepherd today?
Your fellow royal priest, Tony Minell

Announcements and Upcoming Events
WORSHIP AND PRAYER NIGHT

Join us for Worship & Prayer Night, Tuesday March 26, 6:30 pm. Bring a friend, a song to share, or a prayer
request...or all three!

ST. CROIX VALLEY MEN’S RETREAT

The St. Croix Valley Men's Retreat is set for Friday and Saturday, April 5 & 6 @ Oak Forest Retreat Center
in Frederic, WI. Be on the watch for more information about specific times, cost, and topics. Anticipate being
challenged and sharpened in the faith as we study God's word and fellowship together. Be thinking and praying
now about who you could invite, neighbors, co-workers, family and friends.

INTERNET CARE/FAMILY SAFETY

We live in a time with all sorts of information at our fingertips in seconds, but we know full well that not all
information is safe for you or your family to view. Since this is a growing concern in our day, we would like to
have an adult conversation about what ways we can be protecting our homes/families from the dangers of
internet surfing and technology habits. This is an informational conversation with some practical suggestions for
guarding your family. This will take place during Immerse on Wednesday, March 27th. All children classes will
remain the same, however the adult classes will meet in the sanctuary. All adults from New Life are encouraged
to be there, even if you usually don't attend Immerse classes.

BEANS AND RICE SUNDAY

Why do we do Beans and Rice? We acknowledge that a great majority of the unreached people groups of
the world and our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ primarily have only beans and rice available to eat. This
meal is to remind us of global mission work and to prayerfully consider how we are stewarding what has been
entrusted to us in supporting the global church.

MOVIE HIGHLIGHTS

Pilgrim’s Progress

Please save the date and spread the word - New Life will be a previewing site for a new movie coming out
later this year. We are excited to be showing the “Pilgrim's Progress” on Friday, March 22nd at 6:00 pm at
New Life. This family friendly movie is a dramatized version of that famous work by John Bunyan. It would be
great to fill the building - so if you know anyone who would like to join us, please spread the word!

Unplanned

Thursday, March 28 @ 7pm at St. Croix Theater, the upcoming movie “Unplanned” will be shown for one
night only. This movie depicts the transformation in the life of Abby Johnson, examining her journey from
Planned Parenthood clinic director to becoming a leading advocate for defending the life of the unborn and
supporting women who are in crisis. Be sure to pick up a handout at the front table for more information.
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Mar 13

Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm

Mar 13

Immerse Family Studies 6:15 pm

Mar 14

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 am

Mar 14

Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am

Mar 14

ALL GriefShare Folks 6:30 pm
Adults and Youth meet separately

Mar 14 Ezekiel Bible Study 7-8:30 pm

bennett.lyle86@gmail.com

2 Corinthians 9:8

“And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in
every good work.” ESV

Today’s Passage:
Pastor Tony’s message is from the New Testament book,
Hebrews 2:11-13

Sermon Notes:

Fellowship Tip: Have you committed yourself to the needs and pursuits of the body here at New Life and want
to learn more about what it means to become a partner? Talk to one of the elders or pastors and make that desire
known, we would be glad to walk you through the few simple steps.
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