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Pastoral Pondering

Sermon Notes:

Children

Isn’t it true that we are a people who continually seek approval from mankind?
You may be reading this thinking, “You don’t even know who I am! How can
you make such a statement!’ The reason I can make that statement is because,
we (we fellow humans) are cut from the same cloth. I even find myself caught
in a great irony - as I write critically of our penchant for pleasing man, I am
writing with a desire to please you - trying to make this enjoyable (or at least
tolerable) for you the reader! I'd even like to ask ‘how am I doing’, but that
would be going too far. Anyway, though many would wish to think otherwise,
even the noble chivalry of a young man toward a stranger struggling to open a
door may be (even just in the slightest part) for the approval of man.

Don’t get me wrong, there are exceptions (see Acts 5:29) - shining moments,
where one of our fellow brothers or sisters serve in perfect selfless love. But these
are the exceptions.

Our tendency to please man is not our biggest issue. There is a subtler problem
that we Christians face.

Consider another human relationship. Consider the relationship you have with
your earthly father. I suspect that the nature of that relationship sparks strong
opinions. Many of joy, and others of despair.

When considering our family relationships, for what does every human being
long? We long to be loved and accepted by our father and mother. Moreover, we
long for them to look approvingly upon us. Sadly, many parents don’t
understand this longing and they ignore their children and/or neglect to convey
the fact that they are created in God’s image! I see this longing for approval in
my own children. They live to please me and my wife. Even in their disobedience,
it is often a twisted desire to be noticed by the one for whom they long.

I still find myself behaving to conjure the approval of my father. This struck me

during our ongoing home remodeling. The more carpentry I can do myself, the
E more potential for his approval. Right? I long to hear statements like, “Well done.”
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Building & Grounds Ministry
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com

Children’s Church Ministry
Pastor Chandler Wiley:
815.575.6122
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com

Children’s Nursery Ministry
Sara Fugate: 715.379.8799
fugate.sara@gmail.com

Finance Administration
Pete Manship (Treasurer):
715.755.3330
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GriefShare Ministry
Connie Bayle: 715.557.1431
conjohl@gmail.com
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Diane McMahon:
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Lorraine Milner:
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Newsletter Administration
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or 715.755.3330
bmanship55@hotmail.com
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Eve Bjork: 715.497.6418
sofiesydney@yahoo.com and,
Art Behr: 715.220.6882
behrdenl@charter.net
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Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
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Pastor Chandler Wiley:
815.575.6122
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com

Announcements & Events:

We have an anonymous giver willing to
match all donations taken between
February 12"-19". Today is the last day
to take advantage of your gift to be
matched. This is an exciting opportunity for
New Life to reach its contribution goal!

Please prayerfully consider giving today if you haven’t yet.
Check out the red poster board in the entrance to find an
amount comfortable for you. When donating please place your
check written out to Feed My Starving Children in an envelope
provided along with the donation card and place your envelope
in the collection box or give to Lorraine Milner.

Missions News:
**Don't forget!*** Following our service today (during lunch in
the banquet rooms), join Claire Neuman, Carly Peikert and
Cecilia Gustafson as they tell us about their respective mission
trips. We are so blessed to have them home, let's learn with
them and praise the Lord together for all that He has done as
they testify to His work on these three mission trips.

Christian Youth in Action Gospel training
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the training and development of committed Christians (ages 14
and up) who want to be equipped to reach children for Christ.
Registration ends March 31st. Brochures are available on the
welcome table. See Erika Rice for details.

Ruby’s Food Pantry Distribution
“Sharing and Caring through Food”
Home & Away Ministries Ctr, 210 Park Ave E, Luck
Tuesday, February 21~ 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm
$20 cash donation
IMPORTANT: Bring 2 laundry baskets/boxes to carry food.
Please consider helping someone who can't drive but would
benefit from this opportunity to restock their own pantry.

February Memory Verse:
Deuteronomy 6:5

“You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.” (Esv)
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Or “Great job!” I often find myself calculating things and cutting things, thinking, ‘I
think he’ll love this.” Or, ‘T can’t wait to hear what he things about this...’

Being gracious, he does encouragingly approve of the things I am doing. It’s part of
our evolving relationship. I have moved out of my childhood home and now work on
my own house. I am leaving and cleaving.

The problem for us is, in our relationship with our Heavenly Father, we are called to
move in the opposite direction. Instead of moving out of our childhood homes and
establishing our own homes, we are called to become children of God. To die to
ourselves. We are called to do less, not more. He wants to do the remodeling. Yet, we
want God to look on approvingly for what we do. We want to be established by our
own efforts. But, Scripture teaches that we cannot please God. We cannot gain His
approval. We cannot cause God to delight in us - not of our own accord. The only way
God can be pleased with us is when we cease to do and allow Him to do. We will never
be the carpenter that He is. On the contrary, our best efforts are worthy of the
qualification, ‘filth’ (Isaiah 64:6).

When we seek to be approved by God (following certain rules etc.), we are really taking
from God the glory only He deserves. The author of our salvation deserves all credit
and the tools shall remain in His hands. The sooner we put down the hammer, the
better our life will be. In other words, as a Christian we are actually seeking to be
known as our Father’s son. His works ought to be what we glory in.

Thus, instead of growing up out of Christ’s home and cleaving unto our earthly life, we
must be leaving our earthly life/fame/behavior and cleaving unto Him.

In no work of my own do I come before Him. In His work alone am I His child forever.
I'll gladly go down in history as a nobody saved by grace.

Grave will come the day for the man who seeks to establish his name before God and
man.
In Christ alone, pastor tony minell

This Week’s Schedule of Events:
Feb 22 Immerse Family Studies
6:30-7:45 p.m. at NLCC

Pastoral Eldership Team:
Pastor Tony Minell
galatiansii20@yahoo.com
Pastor Chandler Wiley

715.417.1982

815.575.6122

pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com Feb 23 Men’s Bible Study

Cory Mattson ~ Secretary: 715.417.0945 6:30a.m. at NLCC
Zachary Fugate 715.379.2918 Feb 23 Women’s Bible Study
Paul Gilbertson 715.755.3517 9:30 a.m. at NLCC building
DELE LiELEE 715.566.2302 Feb 23 GriefShare Evening Meeting
Greg Mattson 715.417.2444 6:30 p.m. at NLCC Grn Rm
Rene Milner 715.557.0185 ' o

Upcoming Potlucks & Meal Teams: Check outNew Life Online

Feb 26 Meal Team #5 newlifechristiancommunity.org

Mar 5 Potluck Meal Team #1

Fellowship follows our service every Sunday,
along with a great meal.

Find Links to:
- Events - Sermons Online -
Set Lists - & More
Tune into our pastors' podcast at the
beginning of each week through our
website, or the podcast icon on your Wi-Fi
device.

Please Stay and
Join Us!
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