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Pastoral Pondering
Imagine you are among the Israelites in the wilderness at the base of Mount Sinai.
Given the temperature and greenery that currently surrounds us in the St. Croix River
valley, our imagination will need to do some serious work. Nevertheless, imagine with
me the heat, exhaustion and barrenness of where you’ve found yourself.
Your life has been uprooted. You’ve been forced to flee the only land you’ve ever
known. The climate and culture of Egypt are not that of a foreign nation. It was your
culture and your climate! After Pharaoh’s army had been completely destroyed by the
hand of God in the Red Sea, you know that you can never return to the land of your
youth.
The joy of being freed from the grotesque bondage of Pharaoh is quickly being replaced
by a bitterness of heart. The people around you cry out “Would that we had died by
the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate
bread to the full…!” (Exodus 16:3)
Oh, how short is the memory of those in anguish.
But you cannot return to your previous life. You must press on. God has brought you
out of the land of Egypt and has brought you into the place where you are to be
completely dependent upon Him. Contrary to the farming agriculture that you
experienced in Egypt, you are now learning to depend upon God for your daily
provision. Until the day you enter the promised land, you are nothing more than a
nomadic people. A people perpetually camping.
This brings us to the passage I’d like for us to consider - Exodus chapters 26-27. These
two chapters outline God’s instructions for building the Tabernacle. You may be
reading this wondering what the tabernacle is. All of Israel, as a nomadic people, were
living in tents, however, God did not yet have a tent (not that He needed a tent). The
function of God’s tent would be the opposite of the function of the tent you would have
lived in. For you, the tent protected you from the heat of the sun. For God, the tent
protected those around Him from His glory! Thus, for the people’s sake, not for His
sake, He needed a tent.
So, in Chapters 26-27 God, in His grace, was outlining the instructions for building the
tent wherein He would dwell. While there are many parts of these chapters that are
worthy of consideration, I am particularly fascinated with one repeated detail. The tent
is to be constructed, in large part, with bronze pieces! Bronze is a repeated word in
these chapters. It occurs over and over again. Item after item was to be made of bronze
(not to mention the repeated use of silver and heavy woods).
continued …
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In case you are wondering, and if you are unfamiliar with the
concept of bronze and/or of camping, anything made of
bronze would not be on your list of materials to bring
camping. Unlike carbon fiber/ultra “high-tech” tent poles,
bronze is extremely heavy. Moreover, in this time of history, it
would have been extraordinarily expensive (but something that
could be made from elements available in the desert).
Yet, God desired that much of His tent be made of bronze. Just
to take one example among many, running the length of His
tabernacle (150 feet) there were to be 20 hefty posts on each
side. These hefty posts were to be set into bases made of
bronze (see Exodus 27:11). Each of these bases would likely be
hundreds of pounds.
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How would that work for our camping experiences? Imagine
telling your friends, “Guys, I’d like to go to the Boundary
Waters. My tent is a bit heavy, however. I’ve never weighed it,
but I would guess that just the bases of the tent poles are
several thousand pounds.”

GriefShare Ministry
Connie B: 715.557.1431
conjoh1@gmail.com

While Israel complained about many things in the wilderness,
they never complained about the weight or grandeur of God’s
dwelling place. Instead, it was an honor worth undertaking no
matter the cost.

Meal Relief Ministry
Diane McMahon:
715.453.8123
dedewiz@gmail.com
Missions Outreach
Lorraine Milner:
715.557.0661
lrmilner@gmail.com
Newsletter Administration
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453
djholm@lakeland.ws
Sunday Meal Services
Barb Manship: 612.804.9793
or 715.755.3330
barb@pbmpkmanship.com
Transportation Services
Art Behr: 715.220.6882
behrden1@charter.net
Video Ministry
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
Youth Group Ministry
Pastor Chandler Wiley:
815.575.6122
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com

For Israel, the worship of God was more important than their
ease of life in the wilderness.
For the 21st century Western Christian, we cannot wrap our
minds around that concept. We worship only when it is
convenient. We want to praise Jesus only when it is easy. Less
than that, it’s gotten so bad that service unto Jesus is even
halted when it deprives us of our pleasures!
How foreign is this behavior from the cross of Jesus Christ! If
the one we claim to follow has submitted Himself to the cross,
how much more ought we to be willing to take up our cross
and follow Him?
Following Jesus should not be equated with an ease of life.
Yet, following Jesus is absolutely glorious. There is no better
place to be. He is unequivocally wonderful.
Our main problem is not that the metaphorical bronze bases
we carry are too heavy, our main problem is that we have
failed to see how glorious Jesus really is. We have failed to
consider what an honor it is to be called His disciple. The
fickle Christian would do well to set our hope again on the
infinitely glorious Jesus Christ.
When we do so, we find that His yoke is easy, and His burden
is light.
Pastor Tony Minell

May Memory Verse

Acts 2:36

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified.” (ESV)

Announcements and Upcoming Events
GREETINGS
If you are a visitor, welcome to New Life! We are so glad you are here. We'd love to hear from you and would
love to connect with you. Please feel free to fill out the perforated welcome/prayer card in your newsletter. It
would be our honor to hear from you and to be able to pray for you!
FELLOWSHIP NATURE WALK
For our Fellowship Walk, this week we will be hiking Eagle Bluff in Osceola. Please meet at the statue of Chief
Osceola (by the waterfalls stairs) @ 6:30 on Wednesday night. Bring bug spray and the whole family!
NEW LIFE PODCAST
You may have noticed there has not been a New Life podcast lately. In the meantime, we would like to hear
feedback from those who listened. Was the podcast edifying to you? Was it a helpful resource for New Life
events and things going on in the life of the body? Please e-mail or share your feedback to Pastor Paul.
PRAISE WORTHY MOMENT
Congratulations Pastor Chandler! Last Saturday Pastor Chandler graduated from Moody Bible Institute with
a bachelor’s in biblical studies! Well done, Pastor Chandler! We are proud to have you as a Pastor at New
Life!
HAITI MISSIONS TRIP
Please be in prayer for the team going to Haiti and for all the work they will be doing. They plan to leave on
Thursday of this week. Though you may not be going with, you are very much a part of the work. Your prayer
support is much needed. In addition to prayer support, the team is collecting coloring books, colored pencils,
children's picture books, notebooks, chalk, jump ropes, beads, bubbles, and underwear (all children's sizes).
Please drop off any donations to the basket in the lobby by this Wednesday.
SAVE THE DATE
Make a note on your calendars for our baptism service, Sunday August 5th. If the Lord is leading you to be
baptized and you are ready to make a public declaration of Faith in Jesus, please make that desire known by
meeting with an elder or pastor after service or set up a time during the week.

newlifechristiancommunity.org
Find Links to:

May 20

• New Life
• Events • Sermons
Connect • Set Lists • &

May 23

New Life now has an Instagram account.
Follow us @newlifechristiancommunity

May 23
May 24

Pastor Tony Minell
715.417.1982
galatiansii20@yahoo.com
Pastor Chandler Wiley
815.575.6122
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com
Pastor Paul Linzmeier
320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
Cory Mattson – Secretary
715.417.0945
Zachary Fugate
715.379.2918
Paul Gilbertson
715.755.3517
Dale Mattson
715.566.2302
Greg Mattson
715.417.2444
Rene Milner
715.557.0185
Jim Nelson
651.283.2132

May 24

May 20
May 27
Jun 3

Forge (high school youth)
6-8 pm at Milner’s
Women’s Bible Study
12:30 pm at NLCC
Fellowship Nature Walk
6:30 pm at Lions Park
Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am at NLCC
GriefShare Evening Meeting
6:30 pm NLCC Lg Clsrm

Picnic in the Park
Meal Team #3
Meal Team #4

Please join us today for fellowship, food, and
fun as we gather at Dresser park located at
115 W Main Street.

Today’s Passage:

Pastor Tony’s message is from the Old Testament book,
Judges 6:33-40

Sermon Notes:

Address: 201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am

