
Pastoral Pondering 
 

 

 

My Heavenly Father is Smiling with Me-Part II 
 

“…when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches 
of the night; for you have been my help…” ~Psalm 63:6-7a 
 
Shortly after their trip to Hawaii, my grandmother called my dad and told him that 
she didn’t want any family visiting anymore. She explained that if people wanted to 
see them, it would have to be for dinner periodically and only when it worked for 
them. While my father was hurt, he respected her wishes and the distance grew. 
That was how things stayed for quite some time until one day, when my father 
received a call from one of my grandmother’s neighbors. She explained to my dad 
that she hadn’t seen movement around the house for a few days, so she went over 
and checked to see how things were going. When she went over and knocked on 
the door, she noticed my grandmother shuffling through the kitchen, but it didn’t 
seem right, and she never answered the door. At that point she was concerned that 
something had happened, so she called the police to come and check on my 
grandma and her husband. The police arrived and ended up needing to break the 
door open because my grandmother wouldn’t answer the door. When they entered 
the house, tragically they found my grandmother’s husband lying dead on their 
bed. He had died from his liver shutting down on account of his alcoholism. Things 
had gotten so bad for my grandmother, that she was delirious and didn’t have a 
mind conscious enough to call and get help. The sad reality is that had been the 
situation in their house for several days.  
 
Immediately my parents rushed down to the town where my grandmother lived, 
and they went with her to the hospital. After a week or so in the hospital, my 
grandma started to talk and began to eat. After two weeks, the doctors told my 
parents that they could bring my grandma home, but that she would need intense 
care, as she was still very fragile. Remarkably, within two months she was laughing 
and reminiscing about family stories. I began to see the woman I knew to be my 
grandmother again, and my children finally got the chance to hug their Great 
Grandma Connie. Altogether we got to have three amazing months with my 
grandmother again before her body began to let go and the Lord started to call her 
home.  
 

continued … 
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Ministry Directory: 
Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

Children’s Church Ministry  
Pastor Chandler Wiley: 

815.575.6122 
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Children’s Nursery Ministry  
Sara Fugate: 715.379.8799 

fugate.sara@gmail.com 
 

Finance Administration  
Pete Manship (Treasurer): 

715.755.3330 
financeministry@newlifechrist

iancommunity.org 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
Connie Bayle: 715.557.1431 

conjoh1@gmail.com 
 

Meal Relief Ministry 
Diane McMahon: 
715.453.8123 

dedewiz@gmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 
715.557.0661 

lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453 

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barb Manship: 612.804.9793 

or 715.755.3330 
barb@pbmpkmanship.com 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172 

jmabee@centurytel.net 
 

Youth Group Ministry 
Pastor Chandler Wiley: 

815.575.6122 
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

 

PASTORAL PONDERING      continued from first page 
 

 

The Lord had moved in such a way that He had blessed us 
beyond what we could have imagined. At this point, you 
might be wondering why this pondering is titled as it is. 
Everything came full circle during one of the last evenings 
I was able to spend with my grandma before she went 
home to be with the Lord. We were sitting in her room in 
the nursing home where she was receiving hospice care. I 
was holding her hand and she was struggling to breath. 
She glanced over at me and those familiar tears began to 
fill her eyes. In an incredible moment, she smiled at me 
and whispered, “Oh, Zachary, God loves us, and He is 
smiling with us now.” We sat and cried together, and I was 
able to read to her from my Bible and share with her what 
the Lord had been teaching me. 
 

“…and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.” 
~Psalm 63: 7b-8 
 
Generations had changed through the Lord’s mighty work 
in the life of my grandmother. The Lord used her faith to 
begin to call me to the salvation that can only be found in 
Him. Brothers and sisters, as David shares so beautifully in 
Psalm 63, there is nothing sweeter than the relationship 
that we can have with our heavenly Father. It is only 
through the cross of Jesus Christ that we can find hope, 
love, and truth. Let us find rest in the very shadow of His 
wings, pursue Him with all that we have, and cherish that 
God loves us and He is smiling with us now! 
 

Your brother in Christ, Zack Fugate 
 
 
 
 

**If you missed Part 1, go online to 
newlifechristiancommunity.org to read volume 11 issue 

19, February 11th newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 

February Memory Verse  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”  (ESV) 
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Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

IMPORTANT PARTNER MEETING TODAY 
 

Partners, please make it a priority to stick around today for a very important meeting at 12:00 pm.  We will be 
holding a special meeting to pray for and vote on whether to call Paul Linzmeier as a pastor at New Life 
Christian Community. Whether you are a partner or not, we are asking you to be praying for this very big 
decision. May God's will be accomplished and may all we do, in word or deed, be done in the name of our 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  
 

          

 
 

 

CEF is holding a free Teacher Enrichment at Grace Church in 
Osceola on Saturday, February 24, from 9-noon. All parents, 
grandparents, Sunday School (Immerse) Teachers, any who work 
with children, are invited to attend. Topics include Clearly 
Presenting the Gospel to Children and Teaching Children Why 
They Believe, What They Believe. Please register to insure 
materials are available by calling 715-263-4344. 

 
Resource Center – February Book Highlight 
 

 

This month’s highlight is highly acclaimed by many trusted theological scholars and authors 
- as well as our very own pastors! In “Words of Life,” Timothy Ward examines why, in order 
to worship God faithfully, we need to pay close attention to the Bible; why, in order to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus – the Word-made-flesh – we need to base our lives on the words of 
the Bible; and why, in order to keep in step with the Holy Spirit, we need to trust and obey 
what the Bible says.” Copies of “Words of Life” are available for purchase today in the 
Resource Center! 
 

 

 

  Pastor Tony Minell   715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com    

  Pastor Chandler Wiley   815.575.6122  
   pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com 
   Cory Mattson~Secretary: 715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate  715.379.2918 
  Paul Gilbertson  715.755.3517 
  Dale Mattson  715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson  715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner  715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson  651.283.2132 

 
 

 

Feb 21   Immerse (all ages) 
    6:15 – 7:30 pm at NLCC 
 

Feb 22   Men’s Bible Study 
    6:30 am at NLCC 
 

Feb 22   Women’s Bible Study 
    9:30 am at NLCC 
 

Feb 22  GriefShare Evening Meeting 
 6:30 pm NLCC Lg Classroom 
 
      

 

Feb 25     Meal Team #1 
Mar 4     Potluck Team #1 
Mar 11     Meal Team #2 
 

A meal and fellowship follow our 
service today. Please stay and 

join us! 

    
newlifechristiancommunity.org 

 

Find Links to: 
• Events • Sermons  • New Life 

Connect • Set Lists • & 

New Life now has an Instagram account. 
Follow us @newlifechristiancommunity 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Address: 201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Sunday service starts at 9:30 am  

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Passage: 

Pastor Tony’s message is from the Old Testament book, 
Judges 2:16-19 
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