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Wrestlings with The Commandments (Part 2 of 2)
By Elder Rene Milner

Strangely it was more than five years ago I began to wrestle with the Ten 
Commandments in a new way. I was in an airport in Chicago with a wait on my 
hands when I began contemplating the First of the Ten. You shall have no other 
gods before me. Written that way in the ESV just hit me odd. I always thought 
of that statement as a prohibition on chasing after other gods. On me putting 
other things first. Like there is a whole bunch of football teams out there and 
I should choose to put my team first. But at this moment it sounded different. 
Sort of like someone with authority telling me that there was only one football 
team. Sure there might be others (da Bears) that try to look like football teams 
and they may distract me if I let them but in truth there is only one football team. 
I shall have only one God. There is no other. Maybe it seems like I am splitting 
hairs, but it is all the difference in the world. One is a prohibition from a fearful 
leader that is trying to force me to sign on to his team. The other is a statement 
of fact from a secure omnipotent God that is a loving explanation of who He is. 
This is not a restriction on my action but a view into how things work. They are 
two different world views. One is a cosmic killjoy that wants to protect his image 
from tarnish and gather to himself as many humans as possible in a game where 
he is an equal competitor with others in the field. The other view is of a self-
existent being with no parallel that is stooping to use limited human language 
filtered through limited human brains to communicate the very vastness of his 
Glory and Singularity. It’s not that we are not allowed to have other choices, it’s 
just that when it comes to who God is there just isn’t any other choice.

So, if this is true, how do we reconcile this with other “commandments”. I would 
argue that these are also statements of fact. They are not commands that we 
are to attempt to fulfill to add points to our scorecard or our God’s scorecard in 
some colossal game in which we could possibly lose and the fate of the world 
hangs in the balance. They are just the natural outflow of the communication 
from the only God. They are His perfect explanation of how things are and have 
always been, falling on our imperfect ears and minds. They are not separate but 
one and they all are explanations of the fact that He Is.

If what I say is true (The only reason I use “if” is to allow for our brains to argue 
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Pastoral Ponderings cont.
it out inside) then all the rest of the commandments, 
and for that matter any other commandments in 
the scripture should follow the same pattern. They 
will be statements of fact, that point away from the 
competitor view and toward the one and only view. 
They will not be prohibitions on our actions but 
explanations of our hearts desire. They may result in 
action but that action will be somewhat unexplainable 
in the end. 

 If there is only one God what would you call 
worshipping anything else...A waste of time.

 If there is only one God using anything to 
describe Him (any name or any other name) would 
fall short and make less of Him than HE IS.

 If there is only one God and He only needed 
six out of seven days to make everything then with 
His strength we have enough time in our week to get 
things done that need to be done with the result that 
we have time to just BE with Him.

 If He is the only God who created everything 
then likely traces of Him exist everywhere. Describing 
Himself as a Father will only work for us if we 
understand what the pure relation of a creator is to 
those they create. Thus we treat out parents in the 
way we should all treat our Creator. With honor and 
respect. As we do we follow the way things are set 
out and it goes well for us. Not an if you do this 
then I will give you this scenario but a statement of 
fact about how things work. A loving description of 
how honoring God will work, given to us in a real-
life picture in the form of parents. If there is only one 
Creator of everything then everything that is created 
belongs to Him and is His stuff. That includes all 
others. If we believe that then we should keep our 
hands off His stuff. We should not harm His people. 
That includes the suffering and anguish that comes 
to them through, physical harm and hating, coarse 
words, sexual exploits or lusting, coveting or stealing, 
lying, and theft. In the end it all points to just being, 
and being content with just being. If we truly know 
the One and Only God and we are His creation, then 
we rest in His care and are content. Any discontent 
just points out our lack of belief in who He is and as 
such is sin.

Upcoming Events
CEF Verse-A-Thon

You are invited to participate with CEF 
in their 5th annual Verse-A-Thon on 
Saturday, November 11th, 2017! This is 
a great way to hide God’s Word in your 
heart while helping CEF to continue their 
ministry in this area. Contact Erika Rice 
for more info.

Women’s Harvest Tea
The Women’s Harvest Tea is fast 
approaching! This is an event where 
you can invite friends and women from 
the community for tea, refreshments, 
music, a speaker, & fellowship. Please 
sign-up on the welcome table for the 
Sat., November 18th Harvest Tea @ 1 
pm. Questions?, please talk to Lorraine 
Milner, Sara Fugate or Cory Mattson 

 Nov. 12th Meal Team 4
 Nov. 19th Meal Team 5
 Nov. 26th Meal Team 6

meal [teams] 

We just are His. We just do His will. 
There is no longer separation between 
our desire and our action they are the 
same. Yes we fall short. Yes we do not 
have the power to do this in our own 
strength. Never could, never will. This 
is what Jesus did. We can’t believe that 
a singular God can bring us to Him. We 
think we can and should do something 
to earn our way. This is the essence of 
unbelief. If we must do something then 
God has a weakness and God is not 
God. This is sin. Despite all the times 
that He tries to show us (The Heavens 
declare...) and tell us (You shall have no 
other Gods...) we don’t believe that He 
is all there is.  
Hear, O people: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one. You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. 
To God Alone Be the Glory 
**If you missed part one of this pondering 
in last week’s newsletter, please find it on 
our website (newlifechristiancommunity.
org) under our blog section.  
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