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Ministry Highlight - At What Cost?

“And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high
priest came, and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,
You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it saying, ‘I neither
know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and
the rooster crowed.”-Mark 14:66-68

We all can remember a time when a still small voice inside of us said, “That
probably isn't a good idea. You know there is a better choice.” | am sure that
we can also equally recall times when we chose not to listen to that voice
yet wished we had listened after the fact. Take a moment to place yourself
in Peter's shoes. Imagine what type of fear and emotions you would have to
experience to push you far enough to deny knowing your best friend. But to
Peter, Jesus was so much more. However, standing there, after Jesus’ arrest,
Peter did just that. After witnessing miracles, having conversations, and having
the Son of God wash his very feet, Peter denied knowing him. In fact, in verses
68-71, scriptures reveal to us that Peter denied knowing Christ three separate
times. To understand the weight of such a choice, Luke shares the following
ending of this very act of Peter’s:

“And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying
of the Lord, ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.’
And he went out and wept bitterly.”-Luke 22:61-62

Brothers and sisters, | do not know about you, but my heart breaks at the
weight of the pain that Peter must have felt in that moment. You see; Peter
knew what Jesus was about to endure. Christ had revealed to his disciples that
he would be crucified and Peter had remained in denial. While it is not directly
discussed in scriptures, one could fathom that this was the very moment that
Peter finally understood the details of Christ's prediction of his own death.
And what was Peter’s lasting impression, at this moment it was the very denial
of being affiliated with his Lord and Savior. Quite honestly, it may even be
easy for you and me to stand back and think, “Boy, what Peter did was awful.
| would never do that.” | encourage you to stifle such thoughts and recognize
that if we aren’t currently walking with Christ and pursuing a relationship with
him as our savior, then we find ourselves standing right next to Peter that
night. To take it even further, how many of you who would consider yourselves
as 'followers of Christ’ have ignored an opportunity to talk to a stranger, a
friend, a co-worker, or even a family member about Christ Continued --->
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Highlight cont.
and the cross for fear of offending, fear of judgment,
or even fear of losing earthly acceptance. Please

understand, you too would have been there with
Peter that night.

The truth, however, does not end there. It didn't end
there for Peter and it doesn’t end there for us either.
The truth is that Jesus was crucified on a cross to
cover the cost of our sins. His love and sacrifice
atones for even the worst of denials and his grace
is abounding. | imagine the days that followed for
Peter. Did he tell his fellow disciples of his denial?
Did he weep every night wishing he could have one
more chance to hear Christ’s voice and apologize
for his denial and weakness? Brothers and sisters
Peter had no idea about the incredible love and
demonstration of forgiveness that he was about to
experience. Not only did Peter see Christ again,
but Paul also reveals in 1 Corinthians 15 that Jesus’
grace was far greater than Peter could ever imagine:

“For | delivered to you as of first importance what
| also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve.”-1 Corinthians 15: 3-5

Here, Paul refers to Peter as Cephas, which means
that the first person to whom Jesus revealed himself
after his resurrection was Peter! While scripture
does not describe that interaction, just imagine
the joyous weeping and overwhelming feeling that
Peter must have experienced through Jesus’ grace
in that moment...the beauty is that we don’t have
to imagine it because we can live it. The very same
grace and forgiveness that Peter experienced on
that incredible occasion is available to every man,
woman, and child.

Please be praying with me that we would seek to
draw closer to Jesus each and every day; that we
would continue to work out our salvation and stand
in awe of the very grace, love, and forgiveness that
our relationship with him offers.

Your brother in Christ, Zack Fugate



Help Wanted!

New Life Video Ministry is looking for
camera operators. If you are 14 or older
and interested, please contact Jim
Mabee or someone in the video ministry
team. Training will be provided.

Upcoming Events

GriefShare Ministry
A new season of GriefShare begins
soon! Thursdays, in the large classroom,
at 6:30 pm

Five-Day Club
New Life's Five-Day Club is August 7t-
11*. The club is for children ages 5-12.
3-5 volunteers are needed to help-out
this year. There is also a need for pre-
packaged snacks. If you are available to
serve, please let Pastor Chandler know
ASAP. Then on Saturday, August 5", at
4 pm we will gather to go out into the
neighborhood to invite the children in
our Dresser community. Please consider
helping us with that as well.

Fastor Pastor Race
Pastor Tony will be racing on August
12™. You all are invited to attend. It's
time to reclaim that top prize!

Baptism Service

On August 13" we will be having our
baptism service at the ARC. Directions
will be provided in the week leading up
to the service. If you are interested in
learning more about baptism or would
like to be baptized, please sign up on
the welcome table in the entryway.

Women'’s Ministry
Living Proof simulcast with Beth Moore
takes place on Saturday, Sept. 16 from
8:15 am to 3:15 pm at Alliance Church
of the Valley. Free event, no registration
needed (lunch on your own). More
details to come later.

July Memory Verse

“Forever, O Lord, your word is
firmly fixed in
the heavens. Your
faithfulness endures
to all generations; you
have established the earth

and it stands fast.”
Psalm 119:89-90

Check out New Life Online
newlifechristiancommunity.com
Find Links to:

* Events * Sermons Online
« Set Lists * The Table « & More

Secretary: Cory Mattson
info@newlifechristiancommunity.org
715-417-0945
Finance Administration
financeministry@
newlifechristiancommunity.org
Treasurer: Pete Manship,
715.755.3330
Finance Secretary:
Erika Rice, 715-928-0835
Pastor Tony:
galatiansii20@yahoo.com
Pastor Chandler:
pastorwiley.nlcc@gmail.com

Pastoral Eldership Team:

Pastor Tony Minell ~ 715-417-1982
AP, Chandler Wiley ~ 815-575-6122
Zachary Fugate 715-379-2918
Paul Gilbertson 715-755-3517
Dale Mattson 715-566-2302
Greg Mattson 715-417-2444
Rene Milner 715-557-0185
Jim Nelson 651-283-2132

meal [teams]

Aug 6"  Potluck Team 2
Aug 13" Meal Team 1
Aug 20" Meal Team 2




Today's Passage

Pastor Tony will be teaching from the
Book of Mark.
Our passage for today is Mark 12:38-44.

According

Sermon Notes

Sign up in the entry way to be added to New Life Connect [=] E

201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~Sunday service starts at 9:30 am
email info@newlifechristiancommunity.org E




